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0 wrap up another success-
ful year for the Business-
School  Partnership (BSP)
Programme, the Chamber held a
career-sharing session and closing
ceremony on 5 July, with 24 execu-
tives from the Chamber’s Young
Executives Club (YEC) sharing their
experiences with around 100 stu-
dents from 17 secondary schools.
Tam Kim Hung, Representa-
tive of the Association of English
Medium Secondary Schools; Tam
Yat Yuk, Chairman of the Asso-
ciation of Chinese Middle Schools;
and Chamber CEO Shirley Yuen
presented certificates and souvenirs
to company representatives, out-
standing students as well as student
ambassadors.
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Chamber CEO Shirley Yuen
thanked companies and schools
for their participation and support
throughout the year, while urging
more companies and schools to join
the BSP programme. Four groups
of student ambassadors from the
HKGCC Student Ambassadors Pro-
gramme spoke about their activities
during the year, including attend-
ing business conferences to learn
from successful business leaders and
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enhance their understanding of the
business world and recent policies in
Hong Kong.

This year’s BSP saw a record 42
companies and 37 schools partici-
pate, with around 80 activities held
during the year. These included com-
pany visits, career talks, soft skills
workshop and even job shadowing
for students to get a taste of differ-
ent jobs. Students described the pro-
gramme as useful and meaningful, as
it allowed them to get a taste of the
business world and learn practical
knowledge outside of the classroom.

During the career-sharing session,
the YEC professionals spoke about
their experiences and advised the
students to identify suitable career
paths and on how to equip them-
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selves with useful skills for the job
market.

The growing popularity of startup
companies has led more students to
question whether to start their own
business or work in a company after
graduation. As a young entrepreneur
who first started a business when she
was 15, Bobo Pak, CEO of East Tech-
nologies Ltd, shared about how she
accomplished that.

“I'started my own business mainly
due to personal interest, but there
were actually many challenges so it is
important to balance your idea with
execution,” said Pak. She advised
students who want to start their
own business to prepare carefully
by creating a business development
plan, finding a source of capital, and
understanding who their target cus-
tomers would be.
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School Partnership Programme can contact kylie@chamber.
org.hk for more information or fill in the Company Sign-up

However, it is also important
for people to truly think about
whether starting a business is suit-
able for themselves and if they pos-
sess self-discipline and the ability
to take risks. Adrian Chau, Director
of Shun Yuen Construction Co Ltd,
told students that running a busi-
ness requires having to manage a lot
of things and always thinking about
how to earn revenue.

“Try more jobs to widen your
horizons and accumulate more expe-
rience for personal growth in order
to find your most suitable career,”
said Alison Mo, who has worked in
the financial industry and is now a
barrister. She encouraged students
to jump out of their “comfort zone”
and not to restrict themselves in just
one industry in order to develop a
wider career path.

Twenty HKGCC student ambas-
sadors from four secondary schools
formed a working group, which met
weeks before the ceremony, to help
the Chamber organize the event as
well as provide on-site support and
serve as MCs at the event. These stu-
dent ambassadors gained valuable
experience in planning and execut-
ing a corporate event. &
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